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By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 
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Tuurspbay, February the 14th, 1754. 





Jo Mr. Firz-ADA™M. 







SIR, 

Wer GNG Am a conftant reader " 
oa QS DE a) of your pa 
fat NP) “RO ners and congratulate you upon the 
see) | , tt 
Red Cha men of wit you have for your cor- 
ce ye 
eo9 refpondents. 1 do not pretend to 


add to the number, and fhall only 
attempt to furnifh you with a few 
hints, which confidered and formed into order bya 
writer of your ability, may poffibly be productive of 
entertainment (at leaft) to the public, 


Your 
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Your letters upon the modern tafte in gardening are 
in my judgment excellent in their kind ; and fo indeed 
are thofe upon architeQure, as far as they go: but me- 
thinks you have not carried your obfervations quite far 
enough ; nor have you any where remarked the injuftice 
and ingratitude with which thofe worthy patriots 
are treated, who ruin their eftates, or lay out the 
fortunes of their younger children on their feats and 
villas, to the great embellifhment of this kingdom, 
which (if itis not already one great and compleat gar- 
den) contains at leaft more fumptuous country houfes, 
parks, gardens, temples and buildings, than all the 
reft of Europe. If you are in danger of lofing yourtfelf 
on the vaft and.dreary waftes of fome comfortlefs heath, 
and are directed on your courfe by a friendly beacon of 
prodigous height, you are told that this is fuch a gentle- 
man’s Fotty. ‘The munificence of a man of tafte 
raifes at an immoderate expence a column or turret in 
his garden, for no other purpofe than the generous one 
of giving delight and wonder to travellers ; and the un- 
grateful public calls it his Forty. Nay, were her late 
majefty queen Anne, of pious memory, to reign again, 
and fifty new churches to be really built, I doubt if in 
this diffolute age, this alfo might not be called her 
majefty’s Foiiy. 

Bur notwithftanding thefe difcouragements, I am daily 
entertained with new beauties; and it is with great impati- 
ence that I wait the completion of a Chinefe temple, now 
rifing on the top of a very elegant villa upon the road fide 
near Brompton. I have often too with great fatisfaction 
beheld a ftructure of this kind, on the top of a very 
handfome green-houfe, now in the poffeflion ofa noble 
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foreigner at Turnham-green ; which, as I am informed, 
is matter of great curiofity to his countrymen who 
frequent it; nothing of this fort being to be met with 
in the environs of Paris, or indeed of Pekin itfelf, or 
in any country but this. A moft majeftic peacock, as 
big as the life, on the fpindle of a weather-cock, adds 
alfo to it’s merit ; which with all the beauty of the bird 
itfelf, has not it’s difagreable vociferous quality; and 
though it does not foretell by it’s noife a change in the 


weather, it informs you with more certainty of the 


variation of the wind. 


I am fomewhat of an invalid; and being fenfible 
how much exercife conduces to health, I feldom fail, 
when the weather does not allow me the ufe of my 
phyfician a trotting horfe to take a flurry (as it is clegant- 
ly called) in a ha€kney coach ; which affords exercife 
to the imagination as well as the body, and creates 
thinking (if I may be allowed the expreffion) as much 
as it does an appetite. The air of bufinefs in the crowds 
that are conftantly pafling ; the variety of the equipages, 
and the new and extraordinary fights that ftill prefent 
themfelves in this great metropolis, the center of trade, 
induftry and invention, fill my mind with ideas, which 


if they do not always inftruat, at leaft amufe me. 


I rake great pleafure in guefling at the ranks and 
profefiions of men by their appearance; and though 1 
may now and then be miftaken, yet I am generally in 
the right. Once indeed I miftook a right reverend 
divine, on the other fide Temple-bar, for a jew, till the 
mitre on his coach convinced me of my error ; as I alfo 
did a jew, by the decorations on his chariot, for a peer 
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of the realm. And indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, fince the 
herald’s office has fufpended it’s authority, it is furprifing 
what liberties are taken with the arms of the firft families 
in the kingdom ; infomuch that a man muft have a 
quick eye who can diftinguifh between the pillars, flower- 
pots and other inventions of the curious painter, and 
the fupporters of the nobility, But what moft of all 
perplex me are the ornaments, after the Chinefe manner, 
over the arms by way of coronet: and were not thefe 
diftinétions confined folely to Europe, I fhould fome- 
times be in danger of miftaking an India director for a 
Mandarin. 


Ir has not efcaped your notice how much of late we 
are improved in architecture; not merely by the adop- 
tion of what we call Chinefe, nor by the reftoration of 
what we call Gothic ; but by a happy mixture of both. 
From Hyde-park to Shoreditch f{carce a chandler’s-fhop, 
or an oyfter-ftall but has it’s embellifhments of this 
kind ; and I have heard that there is a defign againft 
the meeting of the new parliament to fit up St Stephen’s 
chappel with Chinefe benches and a throne, from the 
model of that on which that Eaftern monarch diftributes 
juftice to his extenfive empires. It is whifpered alfo that 
the portico to Covent-garden church is to give place to 
one of the Gothic order. But before I leave the city, 
let me not neglect to do juftice to that excellent engineer, 
the great paftry-cook in St Paul’s church-yard. My good 
fortune conducted me thither on twelfth day ; when 


feeing a vaft concourfe of people aflembled, my ruling 


paffion, curiofity, engaged me to quit my vehicle to 
partake in the fatisfaction fo vifible in all their counte- 
nances. But how {hall I defcribe the pomp and parade 
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of fo noble an appearance? The triumph of a lord 
mayor's day is nothing to it, though, if 1 miftake not, 
thofe brave and faithful guardians of the wealth and 
fafety of the city, the train-bands and militia, make a 
moft comely and warlike appearance: for not to men- 
tion the flags fhining with filver and gold; troops in- 
numerable of gingerbread both horfe and foot, finer in 
their uniforms than the French king’s houfhold ; there 
was not even the fmalleft minced pye, but for it’s ftrength 
and juft proportion was equal at leaft to the chef-d’euvre 
of a Vauban or a Cohorn. But what above all excited 
my praife and admiration was a citadel of an enormous 
magnitude, that would have appeared impregnable to a 
whole army of Dutchmen, had it not been for feveral 
breaches that had been made in it by fome fmall field 
pieces of copper : but this indeed aftonifhed me the lefs, 
having been told that the towns in Flanders which coft 
fo much blood ; which were fo ftubbornly difputed in 
the former war ; and which fell fo eafily into the hands 
of the immortal Saxe in feventeen hundred and forty 
four, were chiefly obtained by an ordinance of this kind, 
though fomewhat heavier in it’s quality. 


Anp now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, if I was not afraid of 
troubling you with more obfervations, I fhould lead you 
again into the country. But were I to expatiate on the 
hermitages, and fylvan temples, formed like the earths 
of thofe inftructive builders, the badgers (from wham 
the hint was taken) and furnifhed with ivy, mofs, cob- 
webs and ftraw-beds, with all the elegance of primitive 
fimplicity, contrafting the magnificent ftructures of our 
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moft favourite architects, I fear my letter would exceed 
your patience. I fhall therefore defer,at leaft, thefe moft 
important fubjects, till I find how thefe my obfervations 
have been received ; and whether you do them juftice or 


not, I fhall continue 


Your conftant admirer. 
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